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Library Director’s Retirement

Library Director Judy Booth’s
retirement reception was held
on Wednesday, August 27th.
Sponsored by the Friends of
the Library and the Library
Foundation, the reception was
attended by library staff past
and present, city employees,
and community friends and
family. Library staff presented
a wonderful retrospective video

highlighting Judy’s library

career and attendees shared
many fond memories and well-wishes.

Booth became a full-time library staff member in December
2015, after completing her Masters of Library and Information
Science through San Jose State University. Prior to earning her
MLIS, Judy worked part-time as a Library Technical Assistant in
the Children’s Library. In addition to her work in the Children’s
Library, where she hosted both preschool and Bedtime Bears
Storytime, Booth managed the Bookmobile and the Hunt
Branch Library as well as the Circulation and Passport
Departments. Judy became interim library director in June 2016
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Congratulations
Fullerton Public
Library

We’re excited to share that
“The Book” has been selected
as the winner of the California
Library Association’s
PRExcellence Award in the
Less Than $10M Budget —
Wild Card category!

The PREXxcellence Awards
highlight outstanding library
promotions across California,
and the judges praised this
project as a standout example
of creative, impactful
outreach.

This video was created to
honor the Fullerton Public
Library Foundation's thirtieth
anniversary celebration last
year. Congratulations to our
creative library staff who
produced this award winning
video.

If you were not able to attend
the Foundation’s 30th
Anniversary Celebration or for
a fun review, here is the link to
the video:

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=IGUwagpagc a4

- Bethany Weinberg Senior
Librarian, Technical
Services

Page

FALL 2025

when former Director Maureen Gebelein retired. Shortly
thereafter, Judy was appointed Library Director.

During her time as director, Judy shepherded the library
through many improvements and challenges including the
COVID pandemic and the reopening of the Hunt Branch
Library. Her watch word for all patrons was “Welcome” and
her leadership and vision for the library will benefit the
Fullerton community for years to come.

Looking Forward

Until a new library director is chosen, retired Commerce
Public Library Director

Beatriz Sarmiento will
be serving as Interim
Director. Please be sure
to introduce yourself to
her and welcome her to
our Library.

Beatriz shares: "My
library career began at
the City of Commerce
Public Library in Los
Angeles County. My
first position was the

Literacy Program Manager in charge of the reading and
writing improvement programs, tutoring and teaching, for
school-age children, students with learning disabilities and
adults. I was in the position for 11 years and then
promoted to Director of Library Services for another 11
years. I retired in 2022 and have spent the last few years
traveling and taking on library-related projects for the State
Library of California.

I went to college at Cal State University, Dominguez Hills
where I earned a B.A. Degree in Spanish Linguistics and
Literature and a M.A. degree in English (Teaching English
to Speakers of Other Languages). I enjoy playing golf and
spoiling my niece and nephews.”



https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DlGUwgpgc_q4&data=05%7C02%7C%7C7b173a1e92b64eb1f1c608de1688809d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638972972755718012%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UIQ4a8gwNv%2BRvKgnoKehkc1bQcq9%2FrQYD5M0xrPH6ZM%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DlGUwgpgc_q4&data=05%7C02%7C%7C7b173a1e92b64eb1f1c608de1688809d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638972972755718012%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UIQ4a8gwNv%2BRvKgnoKehkc1bQcq9%2FrQYD5M0xrPH6ZM%3D&reserved=0
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FPLF PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

As we celebrate this joyful season, I want to extend my
heartfelt gratitude to our supporters, donors, volunteers,
and community partners. Your generosity and belief in
the power of learning have made this an extraordinary
year for the Fullerton Public Library Foundation.

This year, we launched another amazing donor
appreciation celebration event ‘Jazztober’, continued
supporting our main library and the Hunt library branch
with their wish lists, collaborating and partnering with
our Friends of the Fullerton Library and the Library
Board of Trustees to elevate the quality of our library
programs and services.

Because of you, we’ve been able to strengthen programs
that inspire curiosity, expand access to resources, and
ensure that our library continues to be a welcoming space
tor all. The library is truly the heart of our community
and your support keeps it beating strong.

On behalf of the Foundation’s Board of Directors, I wish
you and your loved ones peace, joy, and meaningful
moments throughout the holidays and the coming
year. Thank you for helping us keep knowledge,

imagination, and community spirit alive in Fullerton.
With warmest wishes,
David K. Lee

President
Fullerton Public Library Foundation

* Foundation Website
www.fullertonlibraryfoundation.com

* The history of the Fullerton Public Library Foundation:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B-upFZ{-GnA

HUNT NEWS

Last year the Foundation
celebrated 30 years of fulfilling our
mission’s statement with an
anniversary celebration at the recently
reopened Hunt Library and Event
Center. The event was graciously
underwritten by community sponsors
and donors so all proceeds could be
directed to the purchase of new books
for the library shelves at the Hunt. We
are excited to report that $13,000 was
raised for the purchase of books for
all ages of cultures.

And when you visit the Hunt, be
sure to take in the Hunt Gallery
where Once Upon a Sketch:
Stories Across Many Cultures
exhibit is now open featuring works
by five local artists and includes
accompanying books in multiple
languages. The exhibit was curated
by Brittney Cao a Fullerton College
student pursuing a Museum Studies
Certificate. The exhibit runs through
February 12, 2026.

You may also like to visit the new
coffee bar at the Hunt!

(Rullerton Pubiic Library)

generously funded by
Fullerton Public Library Foundation

In partnership with

Fullerton Parks & Recreation
Fullerton Public Library
Fullerton Museum Center
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FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY BOOK SALE JANUARY 30 AND 31, 2026

Friday 30th - 10am - 11am members only (you can purchase a membership there)
11am - 4pm open to all

Saturday 31st- 10am - 1:45pm open to all

2pm - 4pm is $3 a bag or $5 for two bags

The mission of the Fullerton Public Library Foundation is to enrich the quality
of life of the people of Fullerton by raising funds for the enhancement of the
library. These funds shall be in supplement to, but not in place of, those
provided by the City of Fullerton. The Foundation is a nonprofit organization
governed by a board of community volunteers.

Need to update your mail or email address ? Please provide your contact information and mail to the
Foundation address provided below.

Name

Mailing
Address

Email

For your convenience you can donate online at fullertonlibraryfoundation.com or fill out the
tollowing form and mail to the address below:

Credit Card

#

Name as it appears of the

card

Telephone

Number: Email

Expiration

Date CVV# Amount$

Checks can be made payable to Fullerton Public Library Foundation and mailed to:
FPL Foundation 353 W. Commonwealth Ave, Fullerton CA 92832

For assistance please call the Foundation desk at 714-738-3366 or email us at
toundationfullertonlibrary@gmail.com.
A 501(c)3 Charitable Foundation - Tax I.D. #33-0502533.
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